
  

 

You make all the difference for ôWomankindõ 

God Is Good News 
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Inside  

éand leaves warm and cozy 

An hour later, the infant left Womankind bundled up for the 

18-degree weather in a baby carrier, car seat, pack-n-play, 

diapers, bottles and formula.  ñHis great-grandmother 

smiled gently as did the sweet tiny baby,ò remembers Pat.  

ñAs I sat there, I realized that we had all witnessed a very 

defining moment for Womankindðan Epiphany. Thank 

God for Womankind.  Thank you for ALL you do.ò 

You, too, can take part in this love story  

We have wonderful events coming up in 2011:  A speaker 

from Womankind, donut Sunday, baby bottle fundraiser, 

Thanksgiving donations, Christmas in July,  Advent Giving 

Tree and weekly donations of diapers and baby items in the 

Gathering Area.  We also have specific volunteer opportu-

nities highlighted below. For more information, call Wom-

ankind, 216-662-5700 or Patti Bertschler, 216-236-6200. 

Volunteers needed:  

Appointment scheduler (Monday, 6:30 ï 8 p.m.) 

Front desk (welcome clients, answer phones) 

Doctors, nurses, phlebotomists 

Client support (Monday evening clinic) 

Sort baby clothes and donations 

Attend annual luncheon in the fall 

Participate in June golf outing 

Host ñWhy Womankind?ò party in your home 

By Patti Bertschler 

Do you ever wonder if the good deeds you do really make a 

difference? Although we may never know, periodically we are 

blessed with a powerful glimpse of what the love we share 

can do. Thatôs what happened to Pat Cannon, a nurse at Wom-

ankind Prenatal Care Center, on Jan. 6, the Epiphany. 

A babe arrivesé 

ñToday a tiny baby dressed in near nothing was brought in by 

a sickly, old great-grandmother who was carrying him in a 

broken, dirty laundry basket,ò she describes.  ñHe lay there in 

a summer t-shirt, no hat and two receiving blankets loosely 

covering him, and a bottle of curdled powdered milk by his 

side.ò   

Although it was a shocking sight to witness, Pat noted that the 

baby giggled and smiled when the staff touched his hands and 

arms and put a diaper on him and warm winter clothes. ñHe 

fussed,ò she says, ñas he obviously wasnôt used to all the 

warm clothes.ò   

Ron and Marianne Root take a moment to pose for the camera before 
making their weekly drop-off of óWomankindô donations. 
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As important as 

birth and death 

dates are,  

more important 

is the  

òin-betweenó  

the dates.  

Stewardship of time:  

What does it really mean to us?  
On my parentsô graves are the dates of their 

birth and the dates of their death: Dad 1909 ï 

1976; Mom 1908 ï 1992. As important as the 

birth and death dates are, more important is the 

ñin-betweenò the dates. The reason is that what 

they did with the years between birth and death 

are more important in the long run.  

How much time do we have?  

There are 60 minutes an hour, 1,440 minutes a 

day, 10,080 minutes a week, 43,200 minutes a 

month, 518,400 minutes in a year. So how do 

we spend our lifetime anyway? Take a look. 

 Look at that again...  

We spend 120 months of our life watching TV 

and only two and one half months of our life 

reading Godôs Word. Whatôs wrong with this 

picture? Well, for one thing scripture tells us 

that our time is not ours, it is HIS (1 Cor 6:19-

20). Scripture also tells us that we are not our 

own; we belong to Christ and He wants us to 

redeem our time. (Ephesians 5) 

 Redeem the time...  

The upcoming Lenten Season is a good oppor-

tunity to ñredeemò some of our time. There 

will be many opportunities for you to do that. 

One good way would be to be part of the 

Youth, Adult Renewals, or mini-retreat being 

offered in the bulletin. Or spend some extra 

time before/after Sunday Liturgy in the Chapel 

before the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

How is your day is used? Can you give God a 

little of it? Jesus bought it with His blood. Can 

you start somewhere today?   

 

        In God's love, 

 

PadRay 

Ponders  

Time spent in an average personôs life... 

2-1/3 months  
reading the Bible 

6 months sitting at 
stoplights 

8 months opening 
junk mail 

1 year looking for 
misplaced objects 

2 years on the Internet 4 years doing housework 5 years waiting in lines 

5-1/2 years driving a car 7-1/2 years listening to the radio 10 years watching TV 
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A laymanôs thoughts  

On giving of our time  

By Victoria Bartholomew 

Every Sunday, 15-year-old Antonio Lonero leaves the eleven 

oôclock Mass to join 13-year-old Anthony Marvel and his teacher 

Dianne Laheta in the church classrooms. Once there, they reread 

the Scriptures and reflect on their meaning. This is all part of 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults/Children), which is 

intended to prepare Anthony to receive the sacraments of Bap-

tism, Communion, and Confirmation, during the Easter vigil 

April 24. 

Why do they do it?  

ñDianne approached me about sponsoring Anthony, and so I 

thought about,ò says Antonio. ñI wasnôt sure what to expect, but 

Iôm really glad I said óyes.ô It helps me to share my Catholic 

faith. If I am asked again in the future, I will do it again.ò 

Dianne is also enthusiastic about working with those who want to 

become Catholic. In addition to Anthony, she is also working 

with an adult student on Tuesday nights. ñEvery time I go 

through this, it deepens my Catholic faith,ò she comments. ñIt is 

exciting to see their excitement as they learn and grow spiritu-

ally.ò 

An important decision  

Anthony, for instance, was thrilled to receive his own bible a few 

weeks ago. "The biggest thing I've learned so far is how to use 

and read the bible,ò he says. 

Is it his decision to become Catholic, you might wonder? 

ñAbsolutely,ò says Dianne. ñI ask him that just about every time I 

see him. It is important that this is his decision and that he under-

stands the significance of the commitment he is making.ò 

ñI went to St. John Nepomucene in kindergarten and first grade 

and never really realized I wasn't baptized. I guess doing this just 

makes it official,ò notes Anthony 

Going to church on Sunday? Important. Spending time helping 

someone learn and grow in our faithépriceless. 

Are you looking for an alternative  
to standard radio programming?  

A broadcast with Catholic values? 

�'�R���\�R�X���N�Q�R�Z���D���V�K�X�W���L�Q���Z�K�R�¶�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���K�H�D�U��
the daily Mass or Rosary?  

Living Bread Radio, AM 1060,  
is Catholic Radio.  

Learn more at www.livingbreadradio.com. 

Sharing time deepens faith for two teens, teacher  

By John Price, parishioner 

Stewardship of time involves a com-

mitment to honor our God by serving 

the body of Christ -- his church. Our 

purpose for serving is not to get some-

thing in return, but rather to give 

freely and unselfishly of ourselves to 

build up the community of believers.  

This is not to say that we do this at the 

expense of our families, jobs, friends, or other obligations. But 

rather, just like the 10% tithe to God required by the law in the 

Old Testament, we are asked to give of the first fruits of our 

labor, a portion of our time, to the needs of our church commu-

nity.  

At St. Matthias, the opportunities to give a portion of our time 

back to God are many and varied. We need only to read the 

bulletin, listen to the weekly announcements, or check out the 

kiosks for invitations to serve. Imagine the vibrant ministry of 

our church community if EVERYONE did SOMETHING! Not 

only would we be able to expand our outreach to each other 

and to the larger community, but we would more closely re-

semble the church that God has called us to become.  As the 

song says, ñThey will know we are Christians by our love.ò  

On a personal level, the blessing that God freely gives us when 

we do serve is a bonus. Ask anyone who has done it! So, is 

God calling you? 

Antonio Lonero (left) is sponsoring Anthony Marvel as he prepares to receive 
the sacraments of Baptism, Communion and Confirmation on Holy Saturday. 


