M God Is GoocC

LENT TO PENTECOST 2010 A STEWARDSHIP OF TI ME

Adoration brings peace to those who try

By Victoria Bartholomew thing happened the next time she went to Mass. "The readings

. . . opened up," she says. Now she can't imagine not doing it.
"It's hard to explain until you try it," says twenygar P P 4 g 9

parishioner Louise Miller. "But for me, it's priceless." What Louise calls "priceless" she almost didn't do because she
had so many commitments. "I started out as a substitute to

' help someone else. | didn't want to commit to adoration, be-

tcause | thought it would be too much.”

Louise is not talking about being a Eucharistic Minister
singing in the choir, or even teaching middtshoolers

PSR each Monday night. She's not even speaking abou
spending time with her children and grandchildren. All Three years later,
these experiences are rewarding, but they don't bring helcouise says now tha
the peace that she finds when she spends time with Godhe would miss it tog
in Eucharistic Adoration every Tuesday night. much to give it up.

. . Her husband of 35
"I look forward to a solid hour of prayer time each week. years, Jim’eisua”y'

It forces me to take timepoldndltelda B
and talk to God. Sometimes it's just fellowship, some- ; AN
. s . eek without even ajfgiy.
times | read the Bible, or sometimes | read a notebook o
different prayers I've gathered over the years."

ness

wist of his arm. "He
does miss sometim

Parishioner Linda Cerio agrees. She credits the time shéluring golf season,
spends in Eucharistic Adoration each week with giving but he really likes it,

her the courage she needed to start a Christian book ~ t00," she laughs.  §
store, Covenant Books & Gifts in North Royalton, with That's one thing that

business partner Mary Lou Mallinak several years ago. strikes you immedi-

"I never would have done this on my own," she explainsately about Louise,
But through adoration, "He gave me a tremendous peac&ho has worked as &

about it. Everything fell into place. He made it happen." librarian for the past
27 years, she's alwa
Cerio helped to bring adoration to St. Matthias, on Labonaughing. Maybe she

Day in 1999. Since then, she and her husband Arthur, \was born that way, 0
and countless others over the years, have Iogged_ 33.00%aybe it's the light OfParishioners Louise Miller (left) and Linda Cerio
LEN R I L S - ;
. hpuhrs from 4 p.ri:l. to rr?ld Christ that renews heElre hooked on weekly Eucharistic Adoration for
I Want to give | night, Monday throug each week during  the sense of peace it brings them.

. Thursday, and 9 p.m. to adoration.
I adoration a try? | i Y on Fridays. cur-

| q ; | rently, Linda coordinates Whatever the case, it's clear that adoration brings a comfort to
Stewardship of time t 65 reﬂ?%ars ‘f"hﬂ aé_r those who participate. "l like how one of our members de-
e

ou
Imeans prayéta(fndfaithafuyeachwe %% i bes adoration.o Cerio say

I no better time to pray thgnd 20 substitutes who fill  there, that's my gift to God; when | get blessings from God,

I thls Lenten season. Omﬂ_when needed. that's Hi s g i ft to me. 60
Iingsarecurrentlyavail ) _ P — e e === == ===
able on Fridays at 9 a.mDistractions abound Inside I
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PadRay Ponders

Have you ever asked yourself: the Rite of Acceptance into the Catechumenate

e How is the Catholic Christian faith differ- (for the unbaptized). Of if you are already bap-
ent from other Christian relidions? tized in another tradition but wish to be fully

« Will bei ber of th % th .I' initiated into the Catholic tradition through
Crlwurcimmgi(rangr:j]iffirrgnceein r%y ﬁf'g,) Confirmation and Holy Eucharist, this is called

the Rite of Welcoming. During this stage of the

¢ Will being a Catholic help me develop and, ,cess, you will attend Sunday liturgy, but are
strengthen my relationship with God? Adismissedo after the. Hon

e Will my participation in the Mass and the yest of the hour with a catechist exploring the
sacraments really enhance the fullness Ofdepths of the word of God.
life for me promised in the Scriptures and

help me in my pilgrimage to heaven? 3 |njtjation into the full membership in the

If you have, the RCIARIte of Christian Ini- Catholic tradition.

tiation of Adult process will help you an-  After a period of learning from Scripture and

OHayv swer them. the tradition of the Church, you may come to a
point where you feel called to enter fully into

Life is a journey on which a person is con- the Catholic Church. If you make this decision,

questions? stantly learning, growing, and changing.  on the next First Sunday of Lent, you are sent
RCIA is a step in that journey and laysthe t o t he Cat hedr al to bye fie
The RCIA groundwork, through information and experir ament so by t he Bi shop of

ences, in helping you decide if you want to then enter an intense, siveek spiritual prepa-
) be a member of the Catholic faith. During ration for the Easter Vigil, at which you re-
process will RCIA, you can ask questions, pray, and ex- ceive the three Sacraments of Initiation: Bap-
perience what it means to be a Catholic  tism, Confirmation and Eucharist.

Christian and enter into a relationship with
help LT God and the Catholic community. 4. Mystagogia.
After the initiation into full membership in the
[ Explore four stages of RCIA Catholic tradition, you then enter the fourth

and final stage: the Mystagogia. The Mys-
1. PreCatechumenate or Inquiry Stage tagogia is the time when as a new Catholic
This stage begins when you first have someChristian, you begin living to the fullness the
inkling that t her e6 snewnaditienybtuhave dcdegtedtYbuentay y 0 u a
now experiencing when you begin asking have a series of formal meetings over the next
guestions about the meaning of life, of eter-couple months, but really this stage continues
nity, of God. Or it may be when you first for the rest of your life.
become curious about the Catholic faith tra-
dition of a spouse, fiancé or friend. This pe- We enthusiastically welcome you to join us on
riod can last a few months or several years. ¢ur spiritual journey! If you have an interest
intensifies when you approach a parish and (or know of someone who may be interested)
join a formal RCIA process. in becoming Catholic, call the church, 4888
-8220, and talk to either me, Deacon Lin Pen-
2. Rite of Acceptance / Rite of Welcomimypacker, or our parish Catechetical Leader,
If you decide you would like to explore the Dianne Laheta.
Catholic tradition more deeply, with the goal
of eventually becoming a full member of the ) 7%/
Catholic Church, you are invited to celebrate

With this issue of the St. Matthias Newsletter, we give a TésaNKA¥QU to Bob Correction
Stitzkifor bringing the newsletter to life and serving as editor for the past three ygafs: B@lssue of the

E d | t Gmtrodigéj;tegrdship in giving his time, his graphic design and editing talent, gnd {hg tjeasy o r ot
ure of his management experience to produce the newsletter. As we go forwarg, the new p ¢ . e pes
staff will link the newsletter i ssuUg@SholiPhak Belrs ©

N Ote e liturgical seasons of the year: Lent/Easter/Pentecost, Ordinary Time, and Advegyﬁ;{gésmunmz_ We
If you would like to participate in the stewardship of the newsletter, please Contéﬁb%@’ike for the error.
Clark, via-mail at amclarkla@yahoo.com or call ArBGE8RAD.



A laymandés® thoughts on

Do we know who we are serving?

By Art Spirakus,
Saint Matthias Parishioner and Organist

treasures, talent, and opportunities we havg
come from God, our Father. He did not in-
tend for us to drown ourselves in these thi

Some of you may know me as a fellow parish- nd gorae ourselves with pleasure after
gorG Orpelvep With p

ioner and some may noda e n ot ma.ptI
. ure. His plan for us'is to’share our blessing
What does matter is that | love Jesus, and as a_ .
! . — . with those who have less than we do. He
brother in Christ, | feel urged by the Holy Spirit :
: .~ wants us to share with those who have bed8
to speak to you about our commitment to Him. . -
o hit harder by the effects of sin in this world ;
We have to not only learn what it is to be a . .
. ; or have experienced more disasters and trgs
follower of Jesus Christ, but more importantly, . . s
) dies in their lives.
we have to live as followers of Jesus.
When we seriously take stock of what we 4
blessed with, we should be so grateful to o
Lord that we should be looking for ways to

As we grow in our love for God, we have to
commit less and less to our own pleasures and
self-indulgences, and start committing more

and more to serving others just as Jesus did ang Press our gratitude to Him. OEven i f our
commands us to do. So, during this Lenten season, | ask allwho . d thi
, , . claim to be followers of Jesus Christ to re- It, every good thing we
Even if our egos deny it, every good thing we o . .
have ultimately comes from God. All of the flect on this: Are we serving our King and
y ' Savior or are we serving ourselves? have comes fro

Book Corneré
In your prayers...
Latch onto great Lenten book yourpray o
\ Please remember those serving in the

By Linda Cerio, military, and their families, especially...
Owner, Covenant Books and Gifts in North Royalton . o
Christopher Dominick Todd Nash

Lentisheré | t 6s time to renew and r dodhmkckeit our s el Dewis ORaNelle ap -
proach Good Friday and Easter. Here are a few suggestions for youlBenjamin Kaseman Tim Ryan
spiritual reading: Jaime Luber

Take a journey through Lent with St. Ignatius of Loyola and let his
wisdom deepen your passion for Christ. Readt and Easter Wis-

And give thanks for the return in 2009 of...

domfrom St. Ignatius of Loyolaby Fr. Jim Connor, SJ, $10.95, Paul Hockran Greg Meyer
Liguori Pub.Each day provides you with words from the saint,a  Tom Jasin Marcus Salazar
Scripture passage, a short reflection, and an action that will aid yousteven Looney David Thomas
in discerning Godo6s wil/l in your |ife.

For a small, quick read, check duving the Days of Lent 2010y —_ T T T T T T T T \
Anita M. Constance, SC, $4.95, Paulist Press. This book include!a

short meditation for each day of the season of Lent, with illustra- | Our Le nten resource :

tions and detachable pages that can be posted for convenient reilec-

tion reminders. | O L e n t | n IA c

Take a 46&day journey in the company of John of the Cross when . |0
you readYou Set My Spirit Freearranged by David Hazard, I The Scriptur al accounts k foJd
$14.00, Bethany BookS.o hnds wor ds and dele%r?Jnfd\élr%tﬁhd?%@f;m'?lfn wor dks . o

spiritual truth will help you find a richer experience of God. This i fiturgies, we will arm each paris with a collec-
good for group or individual reading. tion of these words. Each of the 40 days of Lent you

I can use these brief tear-off devotions to reflect on l

For younger readers: | one action word or phrase associated with the sea- |
Kids four and up will enjoyrhe Proud Treeby son of Lent and the events of Holy Week. Look for a
Luane Roche, $5.95, Liguori Pub. A proud and | verse from Scripture, a meditation, and a prayer
selfish tree, chosen t]ospiifgydu tdabt fakhro® éach cdrdoFeb. 37eashd s o
Crucifixion, is humbled as he watches the suffer; Wednesday liturgies will be at 7 a.m. Mass, noon |

ing Jesus endures. Word and Sacrament, and 7 p.m. Mass. J
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First Eucharist
Saturday
April 24

4 p.m. Mass

Sacrament of

Confirmation

Friday

April 30

7 p.m.

April brings spiritual gifts for youth

By Victoria Bartholomew The gift of the Spirit

, i . Right now, eighteen nintbraders are exploring
Two important celebrations will take place at St.ihe sacrament of Confirmation during six thor-

Matthias in Aprili First Communion and Confir- 4,91 sessions with Catechists Nadine Grimm and

mation. Patty Tomasello. #fANadine
) these young people to prepare their hearts and

The gift of Jesus minds for the Holy Spiri-

The six second grade children in this year6s f

communion class are excited about receivingJeEach session uses a #fAhan

sus for the first ti meatuders torerpbrigncétheditiasrandSyimbolsdfT h ¢

children are spending six sessions with their catgonfirmation in a tangible way. In addition, the
chist, Janet Rymut, 0 ntaderfssre GuidédaobBcenieimorg awark ¢f thel
Dianne Laheta. f@ATheir agidnefihe HaytSpirkin ther livesby reflece- | u
retreat day, where they will spend time inprayeri ng on the fgifts and f
and activities. o also called to spend time with God in prayer and
scripture and to share their gifts and talents with
Our First Eucharist preparation program is com-the greater community through service to others.
prised of four elements: Ritual experience and
expression, prayer, Sacred Scripture and reflec-The Confirmation program includes a day of re-
tion. fAThe chil dren anreat. Pag of théx tay WillirclMde ansintebvigvws i ¢t
Catholic Faith like the Sign of the Cross, The  with Father Ray and a chance to talk with him
Lordés Prayer and The okaldndh. BMiop hennon will doyfiim theseh e t a .
iFor many children, t lydusgpéopleadSt. Matthiase X per i ence . (

er
d e
r |

The final element of the First Eucharist prepara-i Ever yone in the parish
tion program is refleatit?qin.usfi@Qumoaelejsectaihee ai s
help the children und édeelaridanowtheSopgodt 6f the ganNse aseeyd pr
ence in our lives through the power of the Holy prepare to do more than attend Mass, but take part
Spirit and the invitation of Jesus Christ to share in the life of the Church and confirm the gifts of

his Body and Blood, 0 $s#&¥s HoalyetS®.i rit they rec

2010 St. Matthias Confirmation Class



